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The all-but-lifeless 
American inteligence. 
. community is being sub-. 
jected to fresh attacks. It. 
is hard to imagine what 
they are supposed to 
accomplish, since..the. 
spectacle resembles what. 
happened to the body of 
Benito Mussolini after be. 

was shot.. 

The current. area. ‘of. 
concern is the connection 
between the CIA and 
American journalists, and 
the two-pronged attack is. 
coming from a brace of. 
New ‘York Times report- 
ers — in a series of arti-- 
cles collected in a tele 
phone program, the bill 
for which may well. 
exceed the sum of cash. 
paid by the CIA to all. 
American journalists: — | 
and from. a fresh. congres-. 
sional investigation com- 
mittee, °7 . 

This last is chaired: by: 
Les Aspin, D-Wis., a legis-' 
lator with a lust for head-.:. 
lines not seen since, the. 
days of Joe McCarthy. 


Aspin knows even less. | - : 

: towering ignorance’ of the 
-basic ‘structure of. espio-'] 
hage operations, and its” 
Joose use of jargon, is. 
coming home to roost. . 
‘The Times articles are’ 
filled ‘with : terms. like 

Mey 


about intelligence than he™ 
does: about-the military, 
the-field in. which he has 
until-now: made his name: 
—~ by am endless series; of; 
one-shot. accusations : of: 

“waste,” all of which land; 
his name on the front 
“page and none of which . 
has ever: been followed up d 
by ‘a-second release, an° 
investigation or Femedial: 
Depelation: oie a 

There is a. potential risk’ 

in any relation between an” 
overseas. intelligence’ 
organization -and:*:any 
American newsman:. that’ 
mews appearing in Ameri.’ 
wan media may somehow | 
be slanted “or even falsi-: 
Wied: The Times found, no’ 
evidence’ of this,” despite. 
reams of copy in. which; 
Khey listed every example: 
they could.dredge up of; 
every. journalist; who, ‘ 
would admit: to, wag, re-. 
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P pécted to or in some cases. | | 
Simply suspected of hav- . 
,/ing had any form of rela- 


sHonship with the CIA. . 
_Aspin basn’t even found 
‘that. On. 
*. occasions, | 
‘Inaterial planted by the 
CIA in foreign media was 
<“picked up by “American 


+: media: In the old days,. 


the director of Central 
- Intelligence could deal 
with that problem by cail- 


. ing the media outlet in-. 


volved, explaining what 
“had happened and having 
‘the story killed. As Wil- 


“Ham Colby has testified, 


such an effective ‘solution 
to the problem is no long- 
er possible because any 
such call today would 


- promptly be played up by. ; 


". the outlet involved. 

‘Aspin, naturally, is now 
_ talking about “inadequate 
safeguards” ~~ to'a prob- 
-lem which no. longer 


_ exists, since the CIA’s de- 
: sire (or, indeed, ability) 


. to plant such articles is 
dust about nil. . 
,,A8 usual, the “media’s 


: “espionage,” aa 
‘deep: cover,’ : 
- : “asset,” Led “support,” . “eave 


several 
however, 


agent,” ag 


poet Fe 


ert” and “relationship,” 
all of which sound very. 
“professional. But since the 


terms are consistently 
misapplied and because | 
the writers didn’t under- 
Stand them when they 


, heard them, it.is usually. 
’ difficult and often impos- 
Sible to puzzle out: what 
they ; are saying. "' 


In this case, they also 


“use loosely terms like 
ica gle 
‘ and “correspondent,” 


“journalist,”. 


it is even harder to work 
it out. 


+ 


To start with basics, 


CIA personnel are station- 
ed overseas in almost all 
foreign capitals. in ‘‘sta- 
tions” and sometimes in 
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‘Part 1 of a 4part Series on the CIA: ‘Donald Moris | 
Served with the CIA 17 years. He has been.a colurnnist 


ment a> in 172, 


i egst 


other cities (which are. nage. 


subsidiary 
stations). The vast. bulk of | 
the people are under ‘‘offi- © 
cial”. (i.e., government) © 


| 
‘for The Houston Post since his retirement from govern- | 7 


-cover, either as State De- © 
partment employees. (ak. 


though not necessarily 
diplomats) or civilian em- 
ployees of the military. 


All “official cover’ per- 


sonnel are full-time, ca- 


reer CIA employees. Their 
job is to recruit “agents,” 
who are foreigners who 


catty.6 out be hee ray rises 


“bases” of the 


All “agen pee start as 
“Jeads, who. have been 
* spotted, investigated, de- 
“veloped and ioalty re. 


“ cruited.. 


All agents sign secrecy” 
agreements and since- 
very few of them wish the 
-- relationship advertised, 


“practically none of them. 


ever talks about his ex-- 


body, however, who-has 
ever known a CIA official»: 
‘overseas — which in< 
cludes the vast majority 


sos 425 of all joumalists: — and 


/ Eh me.” 


these stories, are using _ 
‘the terms-loosely and * 


jwith the CIA sound SO... 
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who has ever Spent time. 
with him socially (and - 
discussed current affairs 
or introduced him to. 
someone), is apt to talk 
about his “relationship” 
With the agency, or —- 
especially these days — 
-claim the agency “made a ~ 
‘pass at me” or J lrled to 


‘a 
perience. Almost every- 2 
‘ 
t 
7 


: Sine the people involv. | 
‘ed, and the people writing": 


interchangeably, ' eecnge oP 
wey intelligible results... jo 


“But all those ninies 1 
‘about relationships’” e 


thrilling and ominous... : 
ch nang wih ied 
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